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PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION
_ FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY

INFORMAT IONAL MEMORANDUM NO. 86
DATE:  May 31, 1945

'SUBdECT: TRAFFIC VoLuMe TRENDS

The preliminary data for April indicated that traffic in all
sections of the country increased over the estinmates for that
month in 1944 although this increase was not so large, generally,
as was the increase that was found in March. Increases were found
in all States except Montana, Tennessee, and Virginia. Traffic
in the eastern portion increased 4.4 percent over the 1944
estimates for this section; that in the central 8tates 5.5 percent;
while that in the mountain and western States increased 10.7
'percent. Traffic in the entire country increased 8,0 percent
over the total estimated for April 1944, and reached a level of
81.7 percent of the April 1941 estimate. A slightly larger
increase in April traffic was found at toll facilities where
counts were g,3 percent above those made in 1944.

Comparisons of city trafflc in April 1945 with that in April
1944 are as follows:

3 stations in Detroit, Michigan +2.,8 percent.
12 stations inWashington, D. C. +1.,4 percent.

H. S. FAIrRBANK, DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
PusLiC ROADS ADMINISTRATION,

Attachments
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TABLE 1.f-fRELIHINARY SUNNARY OF AUTONATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR

APRIL 1945 INCLUDING 559 STATIONS IN 42 STATES!

) Number Percentage ! Number Percentage
Type of highway of change from Type of highway of change from
and State stations April 1944 a5d State stations April 1944
STATE HIGHWAYS STATE HIGHWAYS
) ; {(Continued)
Alabame 8 +t 5.9 Virginia 3 - 0.9
Arizona 3 +17.6 Washington 9 + 3.6
Arkansas? 20 +22.7 West Virginia 8 +12.7
California 9 +16.0 Wisconsin 9 +11.1
Colorade 6 +25.3 Wyoming 4 +17.3
Connecticut 17 +:.3.2
Delaware 5 + 5.7 TOTAL - 42 STATES 528 + 5.9
Georgia 7. + 6.7 - R
Idahe 8 + 2,8 LOCAL BIGHWAYS
Illinois 4 + 2.6 B
Indiena 21 + 2.5 Alabama. - 2 + 0.8
lowa 26 +.6.0 Connecticut 3 - 0,9
Kansas 13 +15.,6 Delaware 2 +40.1
Kentucky 12 + 1.0 Georgia 4 + 6.6
Maine 10 +1,9 Indiana 2 - 4,8
- Maryland 17 + 3,2 Iowa 9 + 8.7
“Massachusetts 9 + 6.7 Maryland 1 +14.2
‘Michigan 26 + 5.2 Michigan 2 +14.1
Mississippi 10 + 8.2 Montena 2 + 2.2
Montana ' 12 - 0.8 | Nebraska 1 +17.6
Nebraska 11 + 8.8 North Dakota 2 -18.3
Nevada 16 + 1.7 Ohio 1 +11.0
New Mexico 13 + 0.2 Oregon 1 +10.0
- New York 2 + 3.8 Rhode Island 1 ~11.9
Norith Carolina? 13 + 9.2 Tennessee : 1 +10.6
North Dakota 9 +10.5 Wisconsin 2 +21.6
Ohio 21 + 4,3 - , —
Oklahoma 20 +2.2 - TOTAL - 16 STATES 36 + 6.4
Oregon = - 3 +15.9 et -
Pennsylvanie 29 + 3,2 7 ALL HIGEWAYS .
--Rhode Island 3 + 4.5 42 STATES 559 + 6.0
South Carolina 3 + 4.8 — - —-
~South Dakota 10 - + 5.5 3 BASTRRN REGIONS 144 oy
Tennessee 4 ~10.1 . : :
 Texas 72 + 3.1 4 CRETRAL REGIOFS 318 *+ 5.5
Utah 10 +7.6 ‘ : v C
Vermont 7 +10.8 2 WESTERN REGIONS. . | 87 +10.7

1tneiudcl‘-ll States except Filorida, Louisiane, Minnesota, Missouri, New ﬂlnpahlro'_pgd New Jersey.

aﬁbhqu-l cenditions in 1943 or 1944'nff.etdd 1 count in Arkensas, n:eludinl.ltntlpﬁ~3ig,l§o increass

35-!1 for 7. to 14 days only.

is 9.5 percent.
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TABLE 2.--REVISED SUMMARY OF AUTONATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR
WARCH 1945 INCLUDING 646 STATIONS IN 48 STATES?
Number Percentage i ' Number Percentage
Region and State of change fron Region and State of ¢hange from
; . stations March 1044 stations Mareh 1044
NEW ENGLAND _ EAST ‘SOUTH CENTRAL
Connecticut 20 + 1.7 Alabama 10 + 7.1
~Maine 10 + 1.2 " Kentucky 12 + 7.2
Massachusetts . 9 + 5.1 Mississippi 10 +10.4
New Hampshire 14 - 5,1 Tennessee? 5 -17.9
Rhode Island 4 +6.4 Subtotal 37 + 3.7
' Vermont 9 +13.0 :
Subtotal 88 + 2.7 | WEST SOUTH CENTRAL
o Arkansasd 20 +16.2
MIDDLE ATLANTIC Louisiana* 8 -14.3
New York 9 10,2 Ok 1ahoma 20 . - 4.7
Pennsylvania 29 +12.2 Texas 72 + 0.8
Subtotel 38 +11.86 Subtotal 120 - 0.8
SO0UTH ATLANTIC HOUNTAIN
. Delaware 7 +11.9 Arizona 4 +18.1
Maryland 18 + 5.9 Colorado 6 +28.3
Virginia 4 + 6.3 Idaho 8 + 1,6
West Virginia 11 +7.5 Montana 14 +10.7
Subtotal north Nevada 16 - 8.5
portion uo + 9.1 New Mexico 13 + 9,0
Utah - 10 +9,2
Florida 18 + 8.9 Wyoming 4 +16.5
Georgia 11 + 6.0 Subtotal 75 + 9.8
North Carolina 20 + 1.6
South Carolina 2 + 3.0 PACIFIC
Subtotal south ~California 9 *+12.0
portion 51 * 5.0 "Oreg‘on 4 * 7.7
: ‘ Washington 9 + 5.2
Subtotal region 81 + 6.0 Subtotal 22 * 8.9
BAST NORTH CENTRAL TOTAL ALL STATES? 646 + 7.6 -
Iflinois 3 + 4.4
Indiana 23 * 6.4 i :
‘Michigan 28 * 6.8 STATE HIGHWAYS? 607 * 7.4
Ohio 22 +13.8 ' '
Wisconsin 11 +14.3 j
Subtotal 87 + 5.2 LOCAL HIGHWAYS 39 + 8.1
WEST NORTH CENTRAL .
Iowa 35 +14.6 3 EASTERR REGIOKS 195 t oy
‘Kansas 13 +22.6 :
Migssouri 27 + 8.4 ‘ :
Nebraska 12 +t14.8 4 CEFIRAL REGIONS a5y * 7.0
North Dakota 13 +t22.1 ! :
South Dakéta 10 +18.0 )
" Subtotal 110 +13.7 2 WESTERF REGIORS 97 * 9.2
IConbinad State and loc-l highways.
zfne!uﬁus all States except the following;’ Minnesots and New Jn-:cy.
€ " 3Abnorn:l conditions in 1944 or 1945 affected 2 counts in the follawing States: Arkansas, excluding station
t 31, the increase is 8,2 percent. Terinessee, excluding :tntioa 6¢ there is an increase of 1.4 percent.
‘D-ta wnihble for first 10 days of nonth. .
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I¥ APRIL 1945 CONPARED WITH THOSE IF APRIL 1944 AND 1941.

TABLE 3.~~NUMBER OF. VEEICI:ES, CLASSIFIED BY TYPES,: USING. TOLL PACILITIES A¥D DRAWBRIDGE’S

Percentage change

Percentage change

1946 from 1044 from 1941
Facilities e :
. Trucks . . Trucka Trucks
Total Passenger and Total Passenger and Total Pasaenger ‘and
cars buases ' ears busses ears buases
THREE EASTERN REGIONS
3 in" the New England States » 31,429 28,604 2,825 +17.6 +18.7 + 7.5 -18.7 ~19.9 -~ 5.0
12 in the Middle Atlantic Stetes 3,965,113 3,087,376 877,737 -, ] + 6.4 +10.4 ~16.9 -22.0 +7.8
Fleetwood Viaduct, Westchester ' . . :
~County, New York 167,626 167,626 - +17.2 +17.2 - -62.1 ~62.1° -
5 in ‘the South Athntic States 211,928 153,030 58,895 - 1.8 - 3.8 + 3.7 -47.2 ~54.8 - 6.3
TOTAL = 21 facilities in the
. Eastern States! 4,376,093 3,436,636 939,457 + 7.2 + 6.8 + 9.9 ~22:6 -28.0 + 6.8
TOTAL ~ 35 facilities in the ) )
‘Baitétn States 4.6;0,907 3,650,621 980,286 + 7.5 + 6.9 +10.2
FIVE CENTRAL REGIONS
4 on the Great Lakes Clnndhr\ . '
‘Border? 285,597 ' 249,108 36,492 +50.1 +56.2 +18.2 +61.1 +58.0 +86.1
2 in'the Great Lakes Region 58,947 37,153 21,794 +25.3 +21.4 +32.6 ~35.1 ~44,9 - 7.0
Eubtotql - & facilities 344,544, 288,258 58;288 45,2 t50.8 +28.2 +28.5 +29.1 +35.4
9 on the Ohio River? 430,724 346,111 84,613 >:+ 2.3 +9.6 + 8.1 -21.6 «24.0 -~ 9.6
10 in Kentuck'y 121,936 93,649 28,287 - 77 -~ 8.9 + 0.2 -20,5 ~26.5 + 9.2
Subtotal =~ 1'p facilitiss 552,880 439,780 112,800 Lt s : + 4.8 t 8.0 ~21.8 ~8d.5 - 5.8
g on the Mississippi snd St. Croix ) :
! 'Rivers St. Louis.and north 400,347 333,334 67,013 + 6.2 + 8.8 +:3.7 -20.0 -22.4 ~.5.8
3 on the Mississippi River south of .
8t. Louis 47,014 33,814 13,200 -22.5 ~24.8 ~16.0 »34.0 ~37.2 =24.3
Subtotal - 12 facilities 447,361 367,148 80,218 + 3.8 + 2.8 - 0.2 ~21.8 -24.0 - 9.4
3 on the Missouri River 104,249 77,856 23,393 +12.5 +14.5 + 6.4 + 3.5 + 3.0 + 2.3
2 in. the Missouri River area 2,469 1,960 509 +18.5 © +24.8 - 0.6 -38.3. -40.2» -29.7
Subtotal - § focilities . 103,718 ‘ 78,818 23,902 +12.6 +i4.7 + 8.2 + 1.8 +. 2.1 + 1.8
{3'6n ‘the Mexican Border 55,804 45,066 10,738 + 2,4 +.1,0 + B.B
TOTAL ~ 42 facititiés in the N
Central States? 1,448,283 1,172,982 275,30 . ¥12.0 . +13.2 +7.3 ~11.9 ~14.% + 0.2
 TQPAL = 48 facilities in the : .
Central States 1,616,021 1,309,924 306,097 +11.3 +12.3 + 7,3
TRO WESTERN REGIONS
4 ,m Cetitomnie | ) 2,133,511 1,869,057 264,454 +11.5 +11,9 +B.4 - 0.7 - 5.8 +49.7
5 in the Oregon-Washington ares 217,443 186,750 30,693 +13.6 +14.8 + 6. +10.5. +15.7 +49,1
TOTAL =~ 9 facuiuu in the : " . .
Vﬂi,té‘m States 2,350,954 2,055,807 295,147 +11.7 *+12.3 + 8.2 +.0.8° - 3.7 +49.6
POTAL - 72 facilitles lm the o )
Untted States? £,175,330 5,665,425 1,509,905 + 9.3 +9.3 +.9.1 *15.1 ~19.5 +11.7
TOTAL ~ 82 factilities in the o .
ﬂnl&ed States 8,597,882 7,046,352 1,581,530 +9,3 ¥ 9.4 + 9.3
4 facilities reporting only .
total traffic l62.559 - 8.5
31 drawbfidges in Eastern North
Carolina (not-tell) based on one
B-hour weekdey count at ench . , o
bridge. 15,050 11,789 3,261 - 8.8 T 904 -'6,5 ~13.6 ~15.2 - 7.3

lmn. facilities bave comparstive dsta for 1948, 1944, and uu and are inclu
2Pwa of thesw facilities are in Vestern New York and thurefors are related to similar facilitles ln the Cantrs
dus to peeple 1n the Stites golng te.Canads to buy weats. ;

. B¥iye of thess: facilities ars betwesn Ohle .na Weat Virginie.

ded 1n the farger tetal balow,

1 Statas.. It is reperted that the extraordioary lncresys is
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