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A SRRTE T PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION
iy ' ’ FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY

INFORMAT IONAL MEMORANDUM
DATE: APrIL 30, 1948

: SUBUECT;~,TRAFF[C VOLUME TRENDS

, e : On the basis of preliminary figures, motor vehicle travel on
‘“; gﬂM5 main rural roads during March 1948 was higher than in any previous
y T TR : March. Loeal road travel showed a sllght decrease compared. with
e 1947 and 1941. -
Rural traffic
in vehicle-miles | o : :
March 1948 Percentage change from

Lo e ‘ " (millionms) 1941 1943 1947
i H§’f* ‘ Main roads 10,842 +27.1 +102.9  + 9.9 ;

Local foads - L - 3,870 - 0.2 +72.3 - 3.1

: Rural travel in the geographic reglons and changes from
previeus years are as follows:

Rural traffic
in vehicle-miles g L
March 1048 Percentage change from

(millions) 1941 1943 1947

_Rastern regions - .4,083 + 3.0  +89.4 + 5.3
Central regions ‘ 7,566 © +28.0 ¢  404.3 + 7.1
+ 606

" Western regions ‘ 2.568 ‘ +32.0 +106.9

’Traffic ln cities and on all roads and streets was heavier
than in any previous March. , ‘ o 4

Percentage change ffom‘

, 1941 1943 1947

- City streets . .. - +25.0 - t72.0°  t.7.0
AU.mmalroMs o +19.3 +04.7 theé
Average ‘ , +22.1 -  +82.4 + 6.8
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Comparisons of March 1948 travel in several cities with that
of March 1947 are, as follows.

-8 stations ‘in Chicago, Illinois +11.7

3 stations in Columbus, Ohio + 7.8
- 3 stations in Detroit, Michigan +27.9
.10 stations in Washington, D. C. + 7.0
stations in Milwaukee, Wisconsin + 2.1
stations in St. Louis, Missouri + 8.0
station in Salt Lake City, Utah + 7.9
-station 4n Santa Fe, New Mexico + 3.4
urban toll facilities + 0.3
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H. S. FateBaNK, DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
‘PuLic ROADS ADMINISTRATION

Atﬁachméﬁts







TABLE I.~—PRELIHINARY SUMMARY OF AUTOHITIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR
:  ¥ARCH 1948 INCLUDING 611 STATIONS IN 42 STATES‘ A

Number

Traffie volume

Number

“Traffie volume

‘Utah

2 WESPERN REGIONS

“Type of highway percentage Type of highway : percentage
‘and State of change from and State of change from
. qtations March 1947 ) stations March 1047
| STATE HIGHEWAYS S N STATE HIGHWAYS
. Alabama 8 + 9.4 ) ~(Continued) -
Arkansas 19 + 1.7 Vermont 7 + 6.3
California 3 +10.7 Washington 9 + 9.4
Connecticut 16 $11.1 West Virginia 11 +30.8
Delaware 4 +10.6 Wisconsin 9 + 6.1
Florida 18 +.5.2 Wyoming 6 -~ 2.5
. Georgia 6 4.5.9 ' - - -

Idaho 8 +11.7 POTAL - 42 STATES 579 + 9.9

Iilinois 6 +16.4 i e
Indiana 21 +19.9 LOCAL HIGHWAYS ,

“Towa 26 . + 5.6 Alabama 1 + 5.7
Kansas ; 14 4+10.2 Connecticut 3 + 2.0
Kentucky 11 +17.3 Delaware 2 ~28.2
Louisiana 8 + 6.5 Georgia 3 - 7.1

_Maine 8 - 3.3 Indiana 1 - +19.3

“'Maryland 17 +16.4 Iowa 8 -12.2
Massachusetts 9 + 2.4 Maryland 1 + 1.3
Michigan 26 +11.6 Michigan 2. -16.2
Minnesota 26 + 2.2 Missouri 2 ~12.6

" Mississippi 10 +14.7 Montana 2 1+ 5.8
Missouri 24 +10.4 Nebrasks 1 = 0.5
Montana 12 $12.7 Ohio 2 4+ 0.3
Nebraska 11 - 2.9 Oregon 1 4+ 0.8
‘Nevada® 16 - 1.3 Rhode Island 1 + 3.9

- New Hémpshire 14 + 7.9 Tennessee b + 2,8

New Jersey 4 + 1.2 Wisconsin 1 - 8.8
New Mexico: 16 + 6.0
North Carolina 20 - +21.1 TOTAL - 16 STATES 32 - 3.1
‘Ohio 21 +17.9 - :

Oklshoma 20 + 6.5 ALL HIGHWAYS
Oregon 4 + 7.4 42 STATES 611 + 6.5

‘Rhode Island 2. +0.3 = :
South Carolina 3 +11.0 3 B4STERN REGIOKS 148 1 5.3

"'South Dakota 10 + 5.5 ] L
Tennessee 7 +23.1 4 CEXPRAL REGIONS ary + 7.1
Texas 78 +10.5

11 + 4.8 88 + 8.6

1Include:_nll States ixcapt Arizona, Colorado, New York, North Dakota, Ponnlylvnniu.‘and Virginia.

=







56\' ok TABLE 2.--BEEVISED SUMMARY OF AUTOMATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR
: LR FEBRUARY 1948 INCLUDING 655 STATIONS IN 47 STATES?
' Traffic volume : | Traffic volume
o ' Number " percentage . ; Nueber percentage
‘Region and State of chenge from Region and State . of change from
Raae ‘stations Peb. 1047 | station Feb. 1047
- NEW ENGLAND I V ; EAST SOUTH CENTRAL
" Connecticut . : 17 + 1.5 Alabema ‘ 8 + 3.8
Maine. I 9 + 4,9 Kentucky 10 . +.2.7
Massachusetts - 8 o - 0.4 Migsissippi - 10 - 3.7
" New Hampshire -1 ) + 8.3 Tennessee ) 5 +11.0
‘Rhode Island = @ 3 -11.8 Subtotal : 38 + 2.1 .
Vermont - S 12 +13.5 ‘ o
\-Subtotal : o 81 t 2.9 WEST SOUTH CENTRAL I
. ; . : o : } . .1 Arkansas ) 15 k - 5.3
("N MIDDLE ATLANTIC | Louisiana 8 0.0
| New Jersey 3 - 3.1 | Oklahoma ‘ 20 - 4,7
: Pennsylvania 29 +23.5 - Texas 78" + 1.9
‘Subtotal - 82 | +16.3. Subtotal . 121 0.0
| 'SOUTH ATLANTIC K "MOUNTAIN fie
| Delaware ‘ 5 . + 7.3_ " Arizona 5 . +16.4
= | Maryland. ' 18 +11.3 Colorado . -3 - 1.2
i ey Virginia . ; 4 T +9.9 Idaho 8  +14.4
;';fgmha - “West Virginie: . ‘ 10 424,11 Montana 1 14 + 4.6
,' “; + kSubfotaI north : i Nevada 16 + 1.9
T portion ~ ° 37 ' +13.5 New Mexico - 16 C o+ 3.1
S , ' ’ Utsh 11 $10.9
P Florida . 19 + 3.8 Wyoming . R - 2.7
. | Georgia L 10 - 0.7 Subtotal - : 79 '+ 8.6
“~ .| North Carolina ’ 20 +13.1 S .
R South Carolina 2 + 6.6 PACIFIC .
ol Subtotal south o s California 5 +10.4
sl Cportien 51 + 8.6 Oregon 5 + 4.3
Y ‘; SO . o ‘ “| Washington 9" + 2.6
oot | . Subtotal region - | 88 + 5.4  Subdtotal - 18 t 5.9 :
R v - - - - — — |
ot EAST NORTH CENTRAL S TOTAL ALL STATES? 655 + 5.8
o) Xtiinois ; 5 +18.7 = IR :
32 Indiena , 22 - . +16.5 : ) :
| Michigan , 28 +10.8 STATE HIGHWAYS® . 1 g23 - + 8.6
s v < Ohio | 22 +12.0 : , : ‘ N ,
| VWisconsin ‘ 10| +18.7 . ‘ :
vt Subtotal 87 +12.6 - | LOCAL HIGHWAYS 1 32 o= 1.9
e WEST NORTH CENTRAL 3 EASFERY REGIONS 181 + 8.3
L Towa o ‘ 34 - 420.8 R ; : :
ool Kensas o 14 - 1.4
“ | Minnesota 26 +10.0 ; :
o Missouri 27 - 2.1 4 CE¥TRAL REGIONS 376 + 6.2
"I Nebraska 12 + 6.6 : : S
Lsuo b North Dakota : 12 - 0.6 s
ST L South Dakota . ‘10 + 4.0 L - ) :
| Subtotal ~ 135 + 6.8 |2 WESTERN REGIONS e8|tz
1” g”\ ) i : S
 lcombined State and local highways.
j\zi‘néiﬁdc‘l’ all States f!f.ze:'n;i‘ ﬁe'V‘Yntk.
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TABLE 8.--NUMBER OF VEHICLES, CLASSIFIED BY TYPES, USING TOLL FACILITIES IN
HARCH 1948 COMPARED -WITH TEOSE IN NARCH 1947
1048 T e . Peqeentagé ehange
e v . . : | from 1947
. R : Facilities
o Trueks Trucks
Total Pagsenger and Total ’ Paesenjer snd
: care’ busses car busses
EASTERN REGIONS
o 4 in the New Eagland States, R 9,5'7.245 862, 189 105,056 + 7.7 + 7.0 o t1303 0 .
i ﬂ 16 in the Middle Atlantic States -10,922,031 9,310,755 1,611,276 +12.1 : +11.4 +15.8
Sk " Pennsylvania ’l‘urﬂpike'x . 211,053 153,460 57,593 +33,2 . +34.7 +29.4
LR 5 in the South Atlentic States ) ‘433,034 341,253 91,781 +18.6 1 +18.3 +19.7
: TOTAL ~ 26 facilities ) 12,533,363 10,667,657 1,865,706 +12.2 t11.6° +16.2
Tk S I CENTRAL REGIONS «
"] 3 on the Great Lakes Canadian Border? | 235,445 220,811 14,634 +34.8 +37.7 1+ 3.0
£ 511 in the Grest Lakes Region ) 9,734 8, 130 1,604 +37.2. | 0 4421 +16.8
[ C Subtotdl - 4 facilities L 245,178 228,841 16,258 | +su.s ' +37.8 Y a2
3 on the Ohio River ‘ 282,766 238,823 43,943 | +25.1 +27.5 . t13.4
3 66 the Mississippi and St. Croix Rivers ! X . . L
5t. Louis: and North ) 706,545 589,587 116,958 +13.3 +12.7 +16.2
4. 'on the MLSSJSSIppJ. vaer south of 8t. Louis 145,351 . 109, 182 36, 169 +12.8 +13- 1 t11.8
Subtotal ~ 12 facilities ‘ ‘ 851,896 698,769 153,127 t15.2 t12.8 ‘15000
12 op the Missouri River - : | 29,080 ; 23,750 5,330 -16.1 ' . -18.8 ~ 2.0
4 in the West South qutrll States . 29,217 . 27,747 1,470 + 5.3 . + 6.3 ~10.4
Subtota: - 16 facilita’.es ' 58,297 51,487 8,8do = 6.8 - 8.9 - - 3.8
- f ,‘TOTAL - 35 facxlitles ' 1:438,138 1,218,030 220,108 +17:6 +18.4 +13.2
g VE?TEBN REGIONS .
1 in California : : 2,160,605 1,952,371 .| 208,234 | + 3.3 + 2.6 + 8.5
4 in the Oregon~-Washington. srea - 384,484 . 336,627 47,857 + 6.1 + 5.6 +10. 2
TOTAL ~ 5 facilities ' 2,545,089 2,288,998 256,091 + 3.7 + 3.1 t 9.7
UNITED STATES =~ -
TOTAL - 66 facilities 16,516,590 14,174,685 2,341,905 +11.3 t+10.6 ] +15.2
lNan-revcnul vuh].chs ineluded ln report and tre:tnd 88 pnlaenger cars unless othzrvila specified. ™ o
Number of vehicles, thﬂrll using any portion of the faci[lty. i h . : ; S “
30ne of thess facifities is in Western New York and therefore is related to imilur facilities in the Contral States. e
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© FIGURE 2 - VEHIGLE- MILES OF TRAVEL ON ALL
. ?RURAL ROADS IN 1941,1943, 1947 AND 1948
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