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PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION
FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY =

INFORMAT IONAL MEMOR ANDUM

DATE: JANUARY 31, 1947

SUBJECT: TRraFFiICc VoiLUME TRENDS

On the basis of preliminary figures, rural traffic during

1948, the first postwar year, climbed to an all-—time high of

approximately- 170,000 million vehicle-miles from a wartime low
of 101,154 million vehicle-miles in 1943, The previous high

of 169,806 million vehicle-miles established in 1941 was
apparently exceeded slightly., Since the war, the total traffic

flow on rural sections in 1946 exceeded the volumes in cogre-
sponding months of 1941 in seven months——January, February,
March, April, September, October and November——and fell
slightly below the 1941 level in the other months. -

Traffic on main, highways in 1946 exceeded that in any
previous year. Volumes on local roads were slightly lower than
in 1941 but were higher than in any other previous year.
Comparisons with 1941 and 1943, the previous high and low

" traffic years, respectively, are as follows:

Percentage éhange
from 1941 from 1948

Main roads + 0.8 >+72.0
Local roads - 1.1 +58.8
A1l rural roads ’ + 01 +88.1

Traffic in the eastern States remained at a point slightly
below the 1941 level, = Moderate increases in the central States,
together with large increases in the western sections,account-
ed for the gain over 1941 for the country as a whole. . The
changes in rural traffic volumes by geographical regions are
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Percentagé change
from 1841 from 19483

Eastern regions - 9.8 +75.2
Central regions + 0.6 . +58.1
Western regions +20.1 +86.8

Continuous traffic count data were reported from only two
cities in 1941, but reports have been received from others

, starting in 1944 or 1945. Comparlsons<foecember 1946 traffic
in several clties with that of December 1945 are as follows:

stations in Chicago, Illinois +30.3 percent
stations in Columbus, Ohio +22.8 percent
stations in Detroit, Michigan 4 4.5 percent
station in Duluth, Minnesotaz + 8.3 percent
‘stations in St. Louis, Missouri +23.8 percent
station in Santa Fe, New Mexlco $32.4 percent
12 stations in Washlngton, D. C. +21.5 percent

O Rww o

H. S. FatrBaNK, Deputy COMMISSIONER
PusLic ROADS ADMINISTRATION

Attachments
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‘TABLE 1.--PRELININARY SUNNARY OF AUTOYATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR
DECENBER 1946 INCLUDING 528 STATIONS IN 39 STATES?

, ‘ Number | Percentage | Number | Percentage

Type of highway of change from Type of highway of ‘change from -
and State stations | Dee. ‘1045 and State stations| Dec. 1045

STATE HIGHWAYS STATE HIGHWAYS
Alabama | 8 +27.2 ‘(Confinued)

. Arizona 5 +20.6 Utah 10 +28.4
Arkansas 8 +42.7 Vermont 5 +21.2
California 7 +13.6 Washington 10 +15.5
Colorado 4 + 6.6 VWisconsin 9 +32.1
Connecticut 16 +36.2 Wyoming 6 +12.2
Florida 19 +20.0 , : ,
Georgia 7 - t31.2 TOTAL - 39 STATES 501 +28.2
Idaho 8 " $22.3 ' —

Iowa 26 443.1 LOCAL HIGHWAYS

Kansas 12 +34.9 Algbama 1 +26.5
Kentucky 11 +32.4 Connecticut 3 138.4
Louisiana 8 +21.9 Georgia 3 +44.8
Maine 10 +21.3 " Iowa 8 +37.3
Maryland 17 ¢ +30.4 Mary1land i +43.4
Massachusetts 8 +33.8 Michigan 2 +64.0
Michigan 26 +39.5 dontang 2 f 3.0
Mississippi 10 +29.3 Nebraska 1 +20.3
Montana 12 +27.4 Noerth Dakota 1 - 5.3
Nebraska 11 +33.8 Ohio 2 +42.7
Nevada 16 +17.8 Oregon 1 + 0.3

“New Hampshire 12 $39.2 Rhode Island 1 428.7
Mew Mexico 5] +13.1 Wisconsin 1 +77.4
New York 1 +21.1 ‘

North Carolina 19 +30.9 T@TAL -~ 13 STATES 27 +32.9

" North Dakota 10 + 9.2 - -
Ohio 19 +25.7 ALL HIGHWAYS
‘Oklahoms 20 +16.0 39 STATES 528 +29. 4
Oregon’ 4 +12.9
Pennsylvania 29 +45.0 3 BASTERN REGIONS 152 +36.5
Rhode Island 1 +24.0 : ‘

South Dakota 10 +30.9 Y CEFTRAL REGIOXS 280 +31.5
Tennessee 3 +13.2
Texas 73 +11.9 2 WESTERN REGIORNS 86 t13.0

llncludea all States except Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota, Missouri, New Jersey,

South Caroling, Virginia and West Virginia.
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TABLE 2.--REVISED SUNKARY OF AUTOXATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DAT4 FOR

NOVEYBER 1946 INCLUDING. 621 STATIONS IN 45 STATES!

Number | Percentage Number Percentage
Region and State of change from| Region and State of |change from
, : stations Nov, 10456 stations Nov. 1945
NEW ENGLAND FAST SOUTH CENTRAL
Connecticut 19 +26.0 Alabama 9 +20.5
‘Maine 10 L +25.3 Kentucky 12 +21. 4
Massachusetts ; 8 +29.0 Mississippi 10 +20.3
New Hampshire 13 +37.4 Tennessee 6 +15.1
Rhode Island 3 +20.3 Subtotal 37 +18.8
Vermont 9 +23.2 E
Subtotal €2 +27.4 WEST SOUTH CENTRAL
. Arkansas 10 +10.8
KIDDLE ATLANTIC : ) Louisiana 7 +20.7
New York 1 124,97 Okl ahoma 20 +10.3
Pennsylvania 30 +28.7 Texas 73 +12.7
Subtotal 31 +28.3 Subtotal 110 +12.9
SOUTH ATLANTIC : NOUNTAIN
Delaware 7 +31.9 Arizona 5 +33.2
Maryland 18 +19.7 Colorado 6 - 4.2
Virginia 3 +18.8 Idaho -8 -+ 8.8
West Virginia 11 +22.3 Montana 14 +11.2
Subtotal north Nevada 16 +. 7.9
portion 39 +21.8 New Mexico 14 + 8.7
‘ ‘ Utah 10 +10.0
Florida 18" +17.8 Wyoming 6 + 9.2
Georgia 10 +23.7  Subtotal 79 $+10.9
North Carolina . 19 +19.6
‘Subtotal south ( i PACIFIC
portion uy +19.8 California 7 o +17.0
. ) Oregon 5 +28.9
Subtotal region 8¢ - +20.8 Washington 10 + 8.9
: . Subtotal 22 +15.2
EAST NORTH CENTRAL
Illinois : 5 +25.6 [ \
Indiana 22 +23.3 TOTAL ALL STATES? 621 +22,0
Michigan 28 +27.7 — ‘
Ohio 22 +17.6 STATE EIGHWAYS? 588 . +19.4
Wisconsin - 10 +28.1 ' “
Subtotal 87 t24.4 LOCAL HIGHWAYS 33 +29.3
NEST NORTH CENTRAL o
Iowa : 34 +24.3 "3 EASTERN REGIOKS 179 +25.2
Kansas 12 +14.4 A .
Missouri 27 + 8.0 e
Nebraska 12 + 9.0 4 CENTRAL REGIONS 341 +22.8
North Dakota 12 + 4.5 '
South Dakota 10 + 9.9 ‘
Subtotal 107 +12.8 2 WNESTERY REGIONS 101 +1g.u

)
{

lCo-higed St-te,lhd\loe-l highways.

2Incl.udeq all States except the following: Minnesota, New Jersey, and South Carolins,
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TABLE 3.~-NUMBER OF VERICLES, C’LASSII"IED BY TYPES, USING TOLL FACILITIES IN DECENBER 1948
COMPARED WITH TEOSE’ IN DECENBER 1945 AND: 1941
- " Percentage change I Pereentqge change
1946 from 19485 from 1041
Pacilities ”
/ Trucks t ’ Trucks © Trucks
“Pobal Passenger I snd Total Passenger and |[Total |Fassenger and
cars busses cars ‘busses cars busses
EASTERN REGIONS
4 in the New England States 45,299 | 39,674 5,625 | +17.2 +17.4 +15.9] + 3.2] - 1.5 +56.9
16 in the Middle Atlantic States 9,820,392 8,425,695 1,394,697 | +46.1 +47.9 +35.7f +23.5| +20.8 +42.1

" Fleetwood Viaduct, Weltchester :

County, New York 393,034 : 393,034 -- 157.6 +57. 6 - +12.0 +12.0 .-

; Pennsylvanla Turnpike 172,727 130,081 42,646 | +32.6 +22.5 +77.8) +12.9| ¢ 2.7 161.5
{"hin ‘the South Atlantic States 369,128 296, 290 72,838 | +24.2 +20. 1 +44.2] + 9.5 + 7.5 +19.2
?OTAL ~ 27 facilitiea! 10,800,580 | 9,284,774 1,515,806 | +45.2 +46.6 +36.91°+22.2] +19.6 +41.3
TOTAL =31 facilities 11,745,213 10,131,662 1,613,551 | +44,2 +45.8 | +3s.0

CENTRAL REGIONS
3 on the Great Lakes Canadian ; o7 )
. ‘Border? 201,328 187,161 14,167 | +39.2 +41.1 +18.9f +74.3] +77.1 +44.5
2 'in the Great Lakes Region 46,332 . 34,951 11,381 | +30.0 +13.3 +137.0| +10.7 ~+ 209 +44.38
Subtotal - 5 facilities ‘ 247,660 222,112 25,548 | +37.4 t35.8 +52.8] +57.4 +59.1 tuy.u
[ on tﬁe Ohio River 446,383 373,703 72,680 | +21.4 +20.9 +24.3| + 1.5] + 1.2 + 3.0
7 .on the Mississippi and St. Croix ] ’ . L
vaeri St. Louis and North . 509,594 432,651 76,943 | +36.1 ©432.6 +60.4 - 7.6 - 8.2 - 3.8 |
3 on the Misusnppl Rivar south of SN .
St. Louis 111,742 85,324 26,418 | +15.8 +12.2 +29.1f +29.8| +30.5 +27.4
. Bubtotal - 10 Facilities ' 821,336 517,975 . 103,361 +32.¢ +28.7 ts51.1) ~ 5.5 - 3.5 + 2.8
3. on"the Missouri River 143,459 114,705 - 28,754 | +27.2 +29.5 +18.7| +28.9| 434,y +11.5
g in the Missouri River area , 3,967 3.201- 760 +43.0 +43.0 +42.9( +30.0 +24.3 +61.4
Sudtotel - 5§ facilities : luz,uze 117,912 29,514 | +27.5 t29.8 t19.2] +28.9| +3s.'s ti1z.4
lon the Mexic-n Border 21,104 . 20,070 1,034 |'+25.1 +24.7 t+35.2] +97.4| +93.4 +231.4
POTAL ~ 26 facilities!? 1,483,909 1,251,772 232,137 | +28.9 +27.5 +37.2f + 9.1| + 9.4 + 7.7
POTAL = 29 facilities - 1,634,596 1,377,067 257,529 | +27.6 +27.0 _+30.9
WESTERN BEGIONS
t'in Cafifornia 2,035,727 1,846,650 T 189,077 + 9.3 + 7.9 1+24.4] +30.1] +28.9 +43.1
4 in the Oregon-Washington area 325,419 284,997 40,422 +15.2 +14.1 +23.8 +72.2 +69.7 +92.2
. TOHL = 5 facilities 2,361,145 2,131,647 229,499 | +10.1 + 8.7 +24.3] +34.6] +33.2 +49.8
UNITED STATES , . :
< TOTAL - 58 facilities? 1 14,645,635 12,668,193 1,977,442 | +36.4 +36.6 +35.3[ +22.5 +20.58 +37.2
TOTAL - 65 facilities 15,740,955 13,640,376 2,100,579 | +36.0 +36.5 +33.2
J i . )'
'Th-u facilities have Comparative dats for 1946, 1945, and 1941 and ‘are included in the larger totat below.
’0-;0 of thess facilities is in Weatern New York and therefore is relsted te simitar facilities in the Central States.
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PERCENTAGE :OF‘TRAFFIC IN CORRESPONDING MONTHS OF (941
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FIGURE |.— PERCENTAGE RELATIONS OF RURAL TRAFFIC IN MONTHS OF 1944, 1945
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