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April 14, 2008 

SENT VIA FACSIMILE (202) 366-7582 & E-MAIL 
.Altn: Mr. C;cot.gc Person 

liccall Maria~cnict~t Division 
Ol'ficc o r  Dcfects In\:estigation (NEV- I 1 1 ) 
Safely Assni-ancc 
Kational l l igh\v~~y Traffic Safely Administration 
1200 Ncu. Jerscy Ave SE 
\Vasliiriglon. D.C. 20500 

RECEIVED 
2008 APRIL 1 7  10:30 AM 

OFFICE O F  RECALL 
MANAGEMENT DIVISION 

Kc: SAF I l o l l i ~ n d  Simples Fif'tlt bVheels 
lienwortll Recall No.: 08KW7 

Ilcar Nlr. Person: 

11ACC'.4R Inc is f~~misliing notification lo NHTSA in accordalice with 49 CFR Part 573 "Defect 
and Noncompliance Repork." This ntolor vehicle safety dcfccl iti\~olvcs vehiclcs inanufaclurccl 
by tlic Kcnwortl~ division of PACCAR IIIC. 

I)cscsiptioli or  the I.lcSccl 
1 I'thc pivot boll joint for Ihc lcvcr bar is over torqucd, lhc spacer defomis, and makes contact 
\\ith the level bar. This condition couplcd with corrosion associated wit11 tlie seasonal dry oul. is 
altkcting tlie lock system oftlie fii'th wheel, preventing thc fifth wliecl jaw fro111 latcl~ing sccurely 
around the trailer king p in  The fifth wlieel may f'ail to latch without the operator's knowledge, 
c;iiising the tractor and trailer to disengage. 

Iclcnti ficatio~i of ,4f>ctcd Vcl~icles 
Ken\vorth has identified 172 vcl~icles manufactured frorn March 1, 2006 to Dcccnlber 5. 2006. 
Impacted models include the 1'800 short hood, WC)OO long hood and T6OO; all are model ycar 
3007. 

I'ACCAII I'arts has sold 292 Sinrplcx fifth wl~ccls or Simplex lift11 wheel top placc asscniblies 
ii-on1 Sanuary 9, 2006 10 Dccerilbes 25,2007. 

C'hronoloqv of Evcllts lead in^ to Recall 
On Fchi-uary 1 1, 1008 Kcnwot-tli t+cceivcd commilnication from NFITSA that Volvo TI-ucks 
North America and Freightliner LLC reported vchicles mal~uit:actured with SAF Holland Simples 
fifth whccls contailicd a sa fct y related derecl. Further col-~.cspo~~dcnce between NHTSA and S AF 
Holland idcntihcd Kcnworth Truck Company as a [>LII-cchascr of Si~nplcs  filill wheels. On 
February 12. 2008, S A F  Hollai~d told Kenwortli this is not a safety related issue as lhis condit~on 
is evident to the drivel- when \r i~~311y i~ispecting the release handle and position of'thc red 
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indicator in accordance with the proper coupling procedure. SAF Holland related that a Silllples 
fifth whcel field campaign rlotification had bccn colnniul~icated directly to Kenworth dealers last 
sumnier. As an aside, neither Ken\vorlh Safcty and Compliance, nor thc PACCAR Legal 
I>cpartmcnt I-cccivcd such conitnunication. 

Descriptio~i ol' Rcrncdv 
Ken~vor-tll will itispecl the pl\4t bolt joirit for a defonned spacer and if necessary, rcplacc the 
holt, washer and spacer with a hex-head shoulder bold and washer. 

It1clitilic;ltion of liccall Scliedulc 
Thc Kenworth number for this campaign is "08KW7". 

Vcr-y truly yours, 

lMike Walton 
Counscl 

cc: Patricia Wallace, NH'I'SA 
Dclia I.npez, NHTSA 

h.IKW:hrlS 

E-mail: ~i~ikc.walton(~~~paccar,com 


