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Looking Ahead: 2005 a Year for Hybrid Vehicles

Looking back over 20044 s activities in battery electric, hybrid, and fuel cell vehicles, and
ahead to those to come, industry newsletter "Hybria&k Electric Vehicle Progresspredicts a 2005
full of hybrids over most of the globe, particularly in the U.S.

New York, NY () December 29, 2004 -- Looking back over 2004A [Is activities in battery electric,
hybrid, and fuel cell vehicles, and ahead to those to come, industry newsletter "Hybrid & Electric Vehicle
Progress" predicts a 2005 full of hybrids over most of the globe, particularly in the U.S.

Hybrid passenger vehicle offerings should more than triple this year -- not just in the number of vehicle models
offered, but in the number available to purchase, as well. And biofuels, already taking off with record numbers
of production facilities opening and on the drawing board in 2004, will pick up speed in the U.S. in 2005,
thanks to the recently passed Corporate Tax Bill.

"Why do biofuels matter?" asks editor Layne Holley. "Because theyA [ Ire going to be finding their way into
more engines. Biodiesel in particular

stands to make its way into more diesel fleets -- both heavy-duty and passenger vehicle. Biodiesel and
electricity could prove to be a strong

partnership in 2005.A

Also on the heavy-duty side, transit bus manufacturers are still investigating (and some are investing in) hybrid
technology. For this segment, the real activity to watch in 2005 will be transit and trucking industry purchases
and the continued development of hybrid systems by the military.

The low-speed (neighborhood) electric vehicle market will continue to grow. "Keep an eye out, too," says
Holley, "for full-size electric vehicle projects using advanced batteries such as lithium-ion. Trebling the range
could make these vehicles more viable."

Fuel cell vehicle numbers remain in the handsful. Heavy-duty and passenger-class vehicles using fuel cell
technology are still in the observation and experimentation stages. "One interesting segment to keep an eye on,’'
notes Holley, "will be small, two-wheeled and low-speed vehicles."

Also watch for the dominant polymer electrolyte membrane fuel cell to share the transportation market with
other fuel cell types, such as alkaline and solid oxide, as new strides and new ways of thinking enable these
technologies to bring themselves back into the race.

The full text of the Looking Ahead article, which includes information on hydrogen, nuclear and biodiesel

fuels, is online at the "Hybrid & Electric Vehicle Progress" website at http://www.hevprogress.com/reports.phy
(free registeration required) or by phoning the publisher at 1-800-232-4317.

AHybrid & Electric Vehicle ProgressA [ newsletter reports on industry news and technical developments in
battery electric, hybrid, and fuel
cell vehicles.

Website: bttg://WWW.HEVProgress.c0m|
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Contact:

Adam Reis

Hybrid & Electric Vehicle Progress

A publication of the Alternative Fuel Vehicle Group
28 West 25th Street A[] 8th Floor

New York, NY 10010

Phone: (212) 228-0246 ext. 105

Email: mailto:areis@HEVProgress.com

Web: http://www.HEVProgress.com|
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Contact Information

Adam Reis

ALEXANDER COMMUNICATIONS GROUP, INC.
http://www.HEVProgress.con

212-228-0246 -105

Online Web 2.0 Version
Youcan read the online version of this press release .
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