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MIKE CONWAY TO DEBUT THIS WEEKEND AT ST. PETERSBURG 
IN #20 ECR/ FUZZY’S VODKA CHEVY AT 2014 SEASON OPENER

Two-time Street Race Winner Seeks Return to Victory Lane Sunday

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.  (March 25, 2014) – Mike Conway has been working hard in the off-season to prepare for this weekend’s Verizon IndyCar Series season opener in the streets of St. Petersburg, the 110-lap Firestone Grand Prix of St. Petersburg.

Conway, a former street race winner at Long Beach and Detroit, makes his debut in the No. 20 Ed Carpenter Racing/Fuzzy’s Ultra Premium Vodka Chevrolet in Sunday’s (March 30) main event at the 1.8-mile, 14-turn street circuit located near the St. Petersburg harbor.  

The 30-year-old England native won last year’s race in the streets of Belle Isle near Detroit and captured the prestigious Long Beach Grand Prix in 2011. In addition, he won the 2006 Macau street race over several current Formula One drivers.

“I’m anxious to get on the streets at St. Petersburg,” said Conway, who’ll drive 12 street/road races this year for Ed Carpenter Racing. “My new relationship with ECR has been very good this winter and we are excited to get on the race track and compete hard against the strong field. I haven’t had the best luck at St. Pete in the races after qualifying well. So I would love to get the No. 20 Fuzzy’s Vodka Chevy up into a contending spot this Sunday.”

Conway joined the ECR squad last November after team owner and driver Ed Carpenter announced he would only drive in the six oval races in the 2014 Verizon IndyCar Series.  

“We have been pleased with our progress so far in the winter testing with Mike,” said Carpenter.  “Mike is a proven race winner and we feel we can give him the tools to put the No. 20 ECR/Fuzzy’s Vodka in victory lane this year. Having Mike in our car at the street and road races gives ECR a chance to win at every event in 2014.”
Carpenter, the 2013 Indy 500 pole winner, is the only current IndyCar Series driver to come through the oval track ranks of sprint car and midget racing. The remainder of the 2014 field began their racing careers in karting and road racing, similar to Conway’s background.

“We felt it was best for the team and our partners to have Mike drive the road and street races,” said Carpenter, a two-time IndyCar Series winner. “While I was improving each year at the road/street races, this current series field is so strong that we believed Mike could give the ECR team the best showing in 2014. We are anxious to see Mike in action with our team at St. Petersburg this weekend.”

In the winter, Conway has been active testing his ECR IndyCar as well as other sports cars in Europe. He is the test driver for Toyota in the LMP1 car and will race in selected WEC events.

“I was really pleased I was able to test the IndyCar several days in the winter,” said Conway.  “That is the first time I got in a full winter testing schedule in an IndyCar. Plus I was very busy in Europe too with testing. It’s always great to get as much ‘seat time’ in a racing car as possible.”

Mike is hoping the valuable testing time will pay off when he hits the streets of St. Petersburg this Friday morning (10 am EDT) practice session. Sunday’s feature will be telecast on ABC-TV beginning at 3 p.m. EDT.

“We have a learned a lot with the No. 20 car this winter,” Conway admitted. “I’m still in the learning mode with the crew and the engineering staff. But, overall, it’s been a good off-season.  I really appreciate how hard the team has worked with me in testing and preparing for 2014.”

Conway knows a single-car team might not have the resources of the big multi-car organizations such as Penske, Ganassi and Andretti, but he believes his ECR squad can compete at the front of the field.

“The first two races are street events (St. Petersburg and Long Beach) and I enjoy driving at those circuits,” said Conway. “I would like to come out of the winter testing with a strong performance and I think we have a good chance with this operation. This team has won races before and I think we can do it this year too.”

There is no doubt that the ECR/Fuzzy’s Vodka team is prepared for Sunday.

#   #   #

About Ed Carpenter Racing
Owned by IndyCar Series driver Ed Carpenter, Ed Carpenter Racing was formed in 2011 in association with primary sponsor, Fuzzy’s Ultra Premium Vodka, and legendary golfer Fuzzy Zoeller. Ed Carpenter Racing has comprised a stellar lineup of associates led by Tim Broyles as general manager, Bret Schmitt as crew chief and Matt Barnes as lead engineer. Their experience in open-wheel racing gives Ed Carpenter Racing strong leadership along with a solid contingent of crew members. Carpenter and the ECR/Fuzzy’s team won the 2012 season finale at Fontana, Calif., the MAVTV500, as well as the pole position at the 2013 Indianapolis 500. The No. 20 Fuzzy’s Ultra Premium Vodka entry is powered by the twin-turbo V-6 Chevrolet IndyCar engine in 2014. Road racing specialist Mike Conway will drive the No. 20 at the road/street races in 2014 while Carpenter will handle the car in the six oval events including the Indy 500. J.R. Hildebrand will drive the No. 21 ECR Chevrolet in the 98th Indy 500. Ed Carpenter’s racing history, dating back to age eight, includes victories in the IZOD IndyCar Series, Firestone Indy Lights and USAC National Sprint Car and Midget competition. For more information, please visit www.EdCarpenterRacing.com.
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