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2015 Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over Enforcement Crackdown
CALL TO ACTION: 

Let’s Put a Stop to Drunk Driving!

Every day in the United States, law enforcement officers are responding to drunk-driving crashes—often serious, many times fatal. In fact, you may have responded to one or more of these crashes already. In 2013, there were 10,076 people killed in drunk-driving crashes on our nation’s roads. Drunk-driving fatalities make up almost a third of all traffic fatalities. Despite our best efforts as traffic safety partners, drunk driving—especially around holidays like Labor Day—is still one of the deadliest crimes we face as a nation. It’s time to ramp up our efforts and let all drivers know that we’re serious about putting an end to this tragic loss of life. Join us in getting the message out: 

Drive Sober… 

As with any high-visibility enforcement campaign, one very important aspect of this Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over crackdown effort is getting the truth out to the public. When faced with the hard facts about drunk driving and the lives destroyed by it every day, drivers are better informed about the reasons your agency is cracking down. It’s important for the people in your jurisdiction to understand that you’re not pulling people over to meet a DUI quota—a common myth about crackdowns. Rather, you’re cracking down on a reckless crime in order to save lives. Period. For the strongest impact in your area—

· Spread the word early. Starting now, let everyone in your area know that August 21-September 7, your agency is stepping up enforcement efforts and showing zero tolerance for drunk driving. 

· Use All Available Tools. Use the communications material provided by NHTSA in the Products for Enforcement Action Kit (PEAK) and at www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov. Use social media and local news outlets to maximize your reach.

…Or Get Pulled Over.

Equally important is the enforcement effort by law enforcement partners like you, across the country. We can’t just talk about zero tolerance, we have to mean it. Unfortunately, the facts about drunk driving in our country aren’t enough—alone—to get the driving public’s attention. But if people know that if they drive drunk, they will get caught and they will be arrested, they will be forced to think twice about getting behind the wheel after drinking. NHTSA recommends that as an agency, you:

· Maximize your force. High-visibility enforcement is achieved when you add greater numbers of patrols, both fixed and roving. Add checkpoints as you are able. Show drivers in your area that you are committed to this crackdown.  

· Know the stats. Drunk drivers can be out on the road at any time of day, but in 2013, the rate of alcohol impairment among drivers in fatal crashes was four times higher at night than during the day. On weekends, twice as many drivers in fatal crashes were drunk (30%) as compared to weekday fatal-crash drivers (15%). 

· Show zero tolerance. In every state in our country, it’s illegal to drive with a BAC of .08 or higher. Yet in 2013, one alcohol-impaired driving fatality occurred every 52 minutes. Approximately 1 in 5 child (12 and younger) passenger fatalities involved drunk driving, and 71 percent of the time, it was the driver of the child’s vehicle who was impaired. In the month of August, over the 5-year period from 2009-2013, 8 percent of the drunk drivers in fatal crashes had one or more previous convictions for impaired driving. 

August 21-September 7th, and every day of the year.

NHTSA’s primary mission is to save lives and prevent injuries in motor vehicle crashes. We can’t do it without your help, and we’re grateful for your ongoing commitment to traffic safety. During the 2015 Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over crackdown, remember that your agency is making a difference. And even after the enforcement campaign comes to an end, remain vigilant and continue to show zero tolerance for drunk driving. Because until every driver is sober, we’ve got work to do. 
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