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ALCAN TECHNOLOGY ENABLES LANDMARK ALUMINUM JAGUAR

JaguarÂ�s all new XJ sedan, recently unveiled to journalists at the 2002 Paris Auto Show, is
capturing attention for more than its luxurious styling. Beneath the surface of this landmark
automobile is a unique aluminum structure made possible by the pioneering technology of
Alcan Inc., a leader in the supply of aluminum-based solutions for the automotive market.

(PRWEB) September 28, 2002 -- ALCAN TECHNOLOGY ENABLES LANDMARK ALUMINUM JAGUAR

JaguarÂ�s all new XJ sedan, recently unveiled to journalists at the 2002 Paris Auto Show, is capturing
attention for more than its luxurious styling. Beneath the surface of this landmark automobile is a unique
aluminum structure made possible by the pioneering technology of Alcan Inc., a leader in the supply of
aluminum-based solutions for the automotive market.

The flagship Jaguar car makes history as the first volume production vehicle with a uni-body structure
manufactured predominantly of aluminum sheet. Jaguar has employed AlcanÂ�s Aluminum Vehicle
Technology (AVT) to design a stamped sheet structure that is some 40 percent lighter than an equivalent steel
body, and 60 percent stiffer than the previous XJ.

Additionally, all of the carÂ�s Â�hang-onÂ� body parts - hoods, doors, fenders and trunk lids - are also
produced of aluminum, further contributing to weight reduction and improved performance.

The curb weight of the new XJ is as much as 441 pounds (200 kg) less than its predecessor, despite being larger
and packed with advanced electronic technologies and luxury features.

Â�We applaud Jaguar for the vision and the determination to produce this remarkable automobile,Â� said
Travis Engen, President and CEO of Alcan Inc., which is supplying all of the aluminum sheet for the vehicle.
Â�Jaguar customers will benefit from a car that delivers excellent performance in fuel economy, emissions,
handling, safety, and driving pleasure. This car is truly Â�the art of performanceÂ�Â�in aluminum.Â�

AlcanÂ�s technology for aluminum vehicles has been developed in cooperation with automotive customers
worldwide and refined through a number of concept vehicles and low-volume production applications. The
major innovation of the system is the adhesive bonding of structural sheet sections in combination with self-
piercing rivets. With the new XJ, Jaguar and Alcan have partnered to apply this sheet-based technology for the
first time to a volume manufacturing program.

Â�For Alcan, the new XJ represents the culmination of two decades of automotive research and development,
much of it in partnership with Jaguar,Â� said Engen. Â�The launch of the car is as much a milestone for
Alcan as it is for Jaguar.Â�

AlcanÂ�s automotive specialists worked alongside Jaguar engineers and designers to provide assistance from
initial design, through prototype development, right up to vehicle manufacturing. In addition to helping to
optimize the structural design, Alcan contributed its extensive knowledge of materials and joining methods, and
its experience with aluminum stamping and die design.
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As lead aluminum supplier to the XJ program, Alcan provides aluminum Â�blanksÂ� directly to JaguarÂ�s
stamping presses at Castle Bromwich, U.K. The blanks are produced with a special surface treatment at
AlcanÂ�s automotive sheet plant in Nachterstedt, Germany. The plant features a new $15 million blanking
center, including a dedicated blanking line and four automated laser cutting stations.

Hot-rolled coils of aluminum sheet are supplied to Nachterstedt from the Norf rolling complex at Neuss,
Germany -- the worldÂ�s largest aluminum rolling mill with a capacity of 1.5 million metric tons annually.
The Norf and Nachterstedt plants, along with AlcanÂ�s rolling mill in Sierre, Switzerland, form the
companyÂ�s European automotive sheet system.

This sheet system, matched by a similar operation in North America, is part of AlcanÂ�s strategic response to
the growing demand for lightweight automotive components. The company also offers a range of innovative
products and technologies for engineered, shaped products and structural components and assemblies. In June,
the company began work on a multi-million dollar expansion project to more than double its production of
aluminum bumpers and side impact beams at Gottmadingen, Germany.

Alcan is a multi-national, market-driven company and a global leader in aluminum and specialty packaging
with 2001 revenues of $12.6 billion. With world-class operations in primary aluminum and fabricated
aluminum, as well as flexible and specialty packaging, Alcan is well positioned to meet and exceed its
customers' needs for innovative solutions and service. Alcan employs 48,000 people and has operating facilities
in 38 countries.

Additional information is available at www.alcanautomotive.com.
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Media Contacts:

Charles Belbin
Alcan Automotive
(248) 489-5615

Janet Krol
AutoCom Associates
(248) 647-8621
www.usautocom.com
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Contact Information
Janet Krol
Autocom Associates
http://www.alcanautomotive.com
248.647.8621

Online Web 2.0 Version
You can read the online version of this press release here.
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