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TRENDS May 2002 

Travel on all roads and streets 
changed by +2.0 percent for May 
2002 as compared to May 2001. 

Estimated Vehicle-Miles of Travel by Region - May 2002 - (in Billions) 

West North Central South Gulf Northeast South Atlantic 
54.5 58.9 48.0 37.8 49.7 

Change in Traffic as compared to the same month last year. 
+2.8% + I  .7% + I  .3% +I .5% +2.5% 

Note: All data for this month are preliminary. Revised values for the previous month are shown in Tables 1 and 2. 
All vehicle-miles of travel computed with 2000 Table VM-2 as a base 

\ 

Complied with data on hand as of August 15,2002. 





Traffic Volume Trends - May 2002 

Based on preliminary reports from the State Highway Agencies, travel during May 2002 
on all roads and streets in the nation changed by +2.0 percent as compared to May 2001 
resulting in estimated travel for the month at 248.8 billion vehicle-miles. This total includes 
100.1 billion vehicle-miles on rural roads and 148.7 billion vehicle-miles on urban roads 
and streets. 

Travel for the current month as well the cumulative yearly total on all roads and streets is shown 
below. Similar totals for each year since 1970 are also included. 

Travel in Millions 
All Roads and Streets 

Year May Year to Date 
1970 97,972 435,765 
1971 103,655 460,190 
1972 1 10,945 497,847 
1973 114,819 51 9,660 
1974 1 12,167 498,938 
1975 I 16,659 51 9,507 
1976 123,278 555,564 
1977 128,884 575,218 
1978 1 34,427 599,057 
1979 132,394 61 7,344 

$ 1980 131,269 605,946 
r 1981 134,305 61 6,382 

1982 140,283 61 5,579 
11 983 143,619 640,438 
1984 I 51,046 669,693 
1985 1 56,726 692,273 
1986 160,459 718,443 
1987 1 67,776 76 1,065 
1988 1 78,042 803,309 
1989 184,823 840,616 
1990 189,247 864,210 
1991 191,929 861,783 
1992 1 96,725 894,428 
1993 205,98 1 917,111 
1994 206,594 933,949 

1 

I 1995 212,586 976,916 

I 1996 21 8,676 988,128 
I 

I 1997 226,082 1,023,401 
1998 227,899 1,044,079 
1999 230,786 1,061,447 
2000 242,805 1,107,123 
2001 243,960 1 ,I 14,553 
2002 248,783 1,135,395 

Traffic Volume Trends is a monthly report based on hourly traffic count data. These data, collected at 
i approximately 4,000 continuous traffic counting locations nationwide, are used to determine the percent 

change in traffic for the current month compared to the same month in the previous year. This percent 
change is applied to the travel for the same month of the previous year to obtain an estimate of travel for 
the current month. 
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Federal Highway Administration 
Office of Highway Policy Information 
400 7th Street S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

* System entries may not add to give "All Systems" total due to rounding. 









Traffic Volume Trends-Rural 

Estimated Vehicle Miles (Millions) and Percent Change from Same Period Pervious Year 

(Includes Preliminary Data for May 2002) 

Year - 2001 I 
Rural Interstate - % Rural Other Arterial % Other Rural "/o 

Jan 19,408 9.3 Jan 30,704 7.4 Jan 29,157 6.8 

Total Rural !& 
Jan 79,269 7.6 

Feb 75,954 3.2 

Mar 89,754 5.1 

Q1 244,977 5.3 

Apr 91,065 4.0 

May 97,390 4.2 

Jun 97,663 2.9 

Q2 286,118 3.7 

1st Half 531,095 4.4 

Jul 103,303 I .8 

Aug 102,474 3.7 

Sep 90.833 0.3 

Q3 296,610 2.0 

3 Qs 827,705 3.5 

Oct 95,520 3.1 

Nov 89,693 3.6 

Dec 87.656 3.2 

Q4 272,869 3.3 

2nd Half 569,479 2.6 
I 1 Year 1,100,574 3.5 

All Svstems "/; 

Jan 208,821 7.4 

Feb 199,524 3.7 

Mar 231.162 4.2 

Q1 639,506 5.1 

Apr 231,086 4.1 

May 243,960 5.2 

Jun 242,334 2.2 

Q2 717,381 3.8 

1st Half 1,356,887 4.4 

Jul 249,171 2.0 

Aug 251,263 3.6 

Sep 224.244 -0.5 

Q3 724,678 1.8 

3 Qs 2,081,565 3.5 

Oct 239,670 2.1 

Nov 229,222 2.9 

Dec 227.881 2.4 

Q4 696,773 2.5 

2nd Half 1,421,451 2.1 

Year 2,778,338 3.2 

Year - 2002 

Rural Interstate Rural Other Arterial - % 

Jan 20,198 4.1 Jan 31,441 2.4 

Feb 19,675 5.9 Feb 30,721 4.0 

Mar 23.189 4.6 Mar 35.171 1.4 

Q1 63,062 4.8 Q1 97,333 2.5 

Apr 22,873 0.9 Apr 35,791 1.9 

May 25,047 5.1 May 38,820 3.2 

Jun Q Jun Q 

Q2 47,920 3.1 Q2 74,611 2.6 

1st Half 110,982 4.1 1 1st Half 171,944 2.6 
1 

Q3 0 - Q3 0 

3 Qs 110,982 4.1 3 QS 171,944 2.6 

Oct 0 - Oct 0 

Dec Q - I ~ e c  0 

2nd Half 0 - 2nd Half 0 - 
Year 110,982 4.1 Year 171,944 2.E 

Other Rural - % Total Rural % All Svstems - % 

Jan 29,890 2.5 Jan 81,529 2.9 Jan 213,322 2.2 

Feb 28,599 2.7 Feb 78,995 4.0 Feb 206,102 3.3 

Mar 32.841 -0.2 Mar 91.201 1.6 Mar 232,701 0.7 

Q1 91.330 1.6 Q1 251,725 2.8 Q1 652,125 2.0 

Apr 33,513 0.7 Apr 92,177 1.2 Apr 234,485 1.5 

May 36,302 1.0 May 100,169 2.9 May 248,782 2.0 

Jun Q - Jun Q - Jun Q 

Q2 69,815 0.8 Q2 192,346 2.1 Q2 483,267 1.7 

1st Half 161,145 1.3 1st Half 444,071 2.5 1st Half 1,135,392 1.9 

Jul 0 - Jul 0 - Jul 0 

Aug 0 - Aug 0 - Aug 0 

SeP 0 - Sep Q - Sep Q 

Q3 0 - Q3 0 - Q3 0 

3Qs 161,145 1.3 3 Qs 444,071 2.5 3 Qs 1,135,392 1.9 - 





Traffic Volume Trends - Urban 
F Estimated Vehicle Miles (Millions) and Percent Change from Same Period Pervious Year 

(Includes Preliminary Data for May 2002) 

Year 2001 

All Svstems % 

Jan 208,821 7.4 

Total Urban - % 

Jan 129,553 7.3 

I " 

Feb 199,524 3.7 

Other Urban - % 

Jan 28,705 6.0 

Urban Interstate - % 

Jan 30,582 9.0 

Mar 231,162 4.2 

Q1 639,506 5.1 

Urban Other Arterial - % 

Jan 70,266 7.0 

Feb 29,190 4.9 

Mar 33,259 4.6 

Q1 93,031 6.1 

Apr 33,363 5.6 

May 35,071 7.1 

Jun 34.637 3.0 

Q2 103,071 5.2 

1st Half 196.102 5.6 

Jut 34,886 3.7 

Aug 35,298 3.6 

Sep 31.944 -1.1 

Q3 102,128 2.1 

3 Qs 298,230 4.4 

Oct 34,107 2.0 

Nov 33,222 3.0 

Dec 32,989 4.2 

Q4 100,318 3.1 

2nd Half 202,446 2.6 

Year 398,548 4.1 

Apr 231,086 4.1 

May 243,960 5.2 

Feb 66,823 4.2 

Mar 76.730 3.7 

Q1 213,819 4.9 

Apr 75,222 3.8 

May 78,724 6.0 

Jun 77,971 1.6 

Q2 231,917 3.8 

1st Half 445,736 4.3 

Jul 78,276 2.0 

Aug 80,447 3.8 

Sep 71.454 -0.7 

Q3 230,177 1.7 

3 Qs 675,913 3.4 

Oct 78,023 1.4 

Nov 75,351 2.3 

Dec 75,208 1.6 

Q4 228,582 1.8 

2nd Half 458,759 1.7 

Year 904,495 3.0 

Jun 242,334 2.2 

Q2 717,381 3.8 

1st Half 1,356,887 4.4 

Feb 27,557 3.0 

Mar 31.419 2.9 

Q1 87,681 3.9 

Apr 31,437 3.6 

May 32,775 4.6 

Jun 32.063 0.9 

Q2 96,275 3.0 

1st Half 183,956 3.4 

Jul 32,706 1.2 

Aug 33,044 2.8 

Sep 30.012 -1.5 

Q3 95,762 0.8 

3 Qs 279,718 2.5 

Oct 32,021 1.5 

Nov 30,954 2.1 

Dec 32,028 0.6 

Q4 95,003 1.4 

2nd Half 190,765 1.1 

Year 374,721 2.2 

Jul 249,171 2.0 

Feb 123,570 4.1 

Mar 141,408 3.7 

Q1 394,531 5.0 

Apr 140,022 4.2 

May 146,570 5.9 

Jun 144,671 1.8 

Q2 431,263 3.9 

1st Half 825,794 4.4 

Jul 145,868 2.2 

Aug 148,789 3.5 

Sep 133.410 -1 .O 

Q3 428.067 1.6 

3 Qs 1,253,861 3.5 

Oct 144,151 1.5 

Nov 139,527 2.4 

Dec 140.225 2.0 

Q4 423,903 2.0 

2nd Half 851,970 1.8 

Year 1,677,764 3.1 

Aug 251,263 3.6 

Sep 224.244 -0.5 

Q3 724,678 1.8 

3 Qs 2,081.565 3.5 

, Oct 239,670 2.1 

Nov 229,222 2.9 

,Dec 227.881 2.4 

Q4 696,773 

Year 2,778,338 3.2 

Year. 2002 

All Svstems % 

Jan 213,322 2.2 

Feb 206,102 3.3 

Mar 232.701 0.7 

Q1 652,125 2.0 

I 

Total Urban & 

Jan 131,793 1.7 

Feb 127,107 2.9 

Mar 141,500 0.1 

Q1 400,400 1.5 

Other Urban - % 

Jan 29,322 2.2 

Feb 28,477 3.3 

Mar 31,.539 0.4 

Q1 89,338 1.9 

Urban Interstate - % 

Jan 31,418 2.7 

Feb 30,139 3.3 

Mar 33.755 1.5 

Q1 95,,312 2.5 

Urban Other Arterial - YO 

Jan 71,053 1.1 

Feb 68,491 2.5 

Mar 76.206 -0.7 

Q1 215,750 0.9 





YEAR 








