
TRAFFIC VOLUME 
U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Highway 
Administration TRENDS MARCH 1983 
HIOHWAY ITATISTIC8 DIVISION 

TRAVEL ON ALL ROADS AND STREETS IS UP BY 3.9 PERCENT 
FOR MARCH 1983 AS COMPARED TO MARCH 1982. 

t 

WESTERN CENTRAL EASTERN 

ESTIMATED VEHlCLE MILE8 OF TRAVEL BY REGION MARCH 1983 

25.7 BILLION 58.6 BILLION 48.6 BILLION 

PERCENT CHANGE IN TRAFFIC COMPARED TO SAME MONTH LAST YEAR 

ALL DATA FOR THIS MONTH ARE PREUWNARI. REVISED VALUES FOR THE 

?RLVIWS WOWTH ARE SHOWN IN TABLES 1 AWD P. 

A U  VWICLE M u l l ;  ff TRAVEL HAVE BEEM COWWTEP WITH 1PH VM-2 A8  A BAIE. 

WWMLED WITH llATA on HAND AS OF MAY O. l W 8 l  



TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS - MARCH 1983 

Based on p re l imina ry  r e p o r t s  from t h e  S t a t e  highway agendies ,  t r a v e l  dur ing  
March 1983 on a l l  roads and s t r e e t s  i n  t h e  Nation increaded by 3.9 pe rcen t  as 
compared t o  March 1982, r e s u l t i n g  i n  es t imated  t r a v e l  £on t h e  month a t  
133,769 m i l l i o n  v e h i c l e  mi les .  This  t o t a l  i nc ludes  58,046 m i l l i o n  v e h i c l e  mi les  
on r u r a l  roads and 75,723 m i l l i o n  v e h i c l e  mi l e s  on urban roads and s t r e e t s ,  

Travel  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  month as w e l l  a s  t h e  cumulat ive y e a r l y  t o t a l  on a l l  roads 
and s t r e e t s  i s  shown below. S imi l a r  t o t a l s  f o r  each year  s i n c e  1970 are a l s o  
included:  

Travel  i n  Mi l l i ons  
A l l  Roads and S t r e e t s  

Year March Year t o  Date 

T r a f f i c  Volume Trends i s  a  monthly r epor t  prepared by t h e  Planning Se rv ices  Branch, 
Highway S t a t i s t i c s  Divis ion ,  based on hour ly  t r a f f i c  count da t a .  These d a t a ,  co l -  
l e c t e d  a t  approximately 4,000 continuous t r a f f i c  counting l o c a t i ~ n a  nationwide, a r e  
used t o  determine t h e  percent  change i n  t r a f f i c  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  month compared t o  
t h e  same month i n  t h e  previous  year .  This  pe rcen t  change is appl ied  t o  t h e  t r a v e l  
f o r  t h e  same per iod  i n  t h e  previous  year  t o  o b t a i n  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  c u r r e q t  per iod .  

For e x t r a  cop ie s ,  o r  t o  be put  on t h e  monthly mai l ing  l i s t ,  con tac t :  Fede ra l  Highway 
Adminis t ra t ion ,  Highway S t a t i s t i c s  Divis ion ,  Room 3300, 400 7 t h  St . ,  S.W., 
Washington, D. C ,  20590. (Telephone (202) 426-0160) 

NOTE: Beginning wi th  1980 da t a ,  t h e  r u r a l  highway c a t e g o r i e s  have been changed from 
Main Rura l  Roads and Local Rural  Roads t o  Rural  A r t e r i a l  Roads and Other Rura l  
Roads. Although t h e  r u r a l  components of t h e  r ev i sed  d a t a  s e r i e s  beginning i n  
1980 a r e  not  d i r e c t l y  comparable wi th  t h e  s e r i e s  p r i o r  t o  1980, t h e  t o t a l  
r u r a l ,  t o t a l  urban,  and a l l  system c a t e g o r i e s  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t .  

The change has been made t o  provide  cons i s t ency  wi th  o t h e r  FHWA d a t a  s e r i e s  
and t o  a l low a more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n d i c a t o r  of i n t e r c i t y  t r a v e l  p a t t e r n s .  
The fol lowing t a b l e  shows t h e  approximate r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t h e  former 
and r ev i sed  system ca t egor i e s :  

Revised Categor ies  Former Categor ies  
Rtlral Other Ru ra l  To ta l  Main Local To ta l  

A r t e r i a l  Roads Rura l  Rural  Rural  Rura l  

Percent  of T o t a l  
Rural  Mileage 8.2  91.8 100 .o 19.0 81.0 100.0 

Percent  of To ta l  
Rural  Travel  59.5 





F I G U R E  2-R - T R R V E L  ON R U R R L  R R T E R  

J A N  FEB M A R  RPR M A Y  JUN JUL RU 
T R Q V E L  MONTH 

RL R O R D S  BY M O N T H  

O C T  NOV D i  

PREPARED BY KENNETH H. WELTY 

DATE PREPARED - MAY 10. 19113. 
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FIGURE 38 - T R R V E L  ON URBRN R O A R S  RND S T R E E T S  A S  PERCENTFIFE OF Y , E , A R ,  1965 

- T -  - - ERSTERN STClTES -........... WESTERN STRTES 



TCeLF 1.-SUMMARY B Y  ROAD CLASS AND BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA 

2-&HERE THE ALYBEfi OF 1 1 I P T I t l h S  1 1  SCCPF P E  I1 R A W  AN0 h VALUE FUR PERCENTAGE CHfiNIE I S  SNOICATEDI 7IiT LATTER YLLUE IS 
eAIEO ON A STAIEUICE E S T I C P l E  PRCCIEFE B Y  THE HIGHYAY AGENCY A 3  DETERMINE0 FROM EXTENSIVE TRAFFIC S I I F L I N G  SURVEYS 
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